Eaton Primary School

History

Knowledge Organiser

Unit of work Year group
The Ancient Maya 6
Prior learning National Curriculum

e South America is a continent

e The climate in south America is
different to the UK

e The chronology of British History

e NC strand: A non-European society that
contrasts with British history

Knowledge/ Skills

e Examine a variety of sources and use
these to make inferences about the
past - in particular Mayan economy,
culture, religious beliefs and society

e Describe how the Mayan civilization
has had an impact on modern
society

e (Compare what was happening in the
Mayan civilization and what was
happening in Britain at the same
time

e Place key events on a timeline

e Compare the Greeks, Mayans and
Egyptians on a Venn diagram
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Famous Mayan cities include Palenque and Chichen itza, which are
found in Mexico.

Vocabulary and definitions

archacologist 20meone who studies the past Dy explonng oid remains
architecture the art of planning, designing and construching dulidings
. 8 village in Yucatan state in Mexico: Site of important Mayan ruins. A
e UNESCO Workd Heritage Site
chronology the order of events in time

Latin mesning “sround’. ¢ 300 BC means sround 800 BC

3 human society with its own s0Gs! orzanization and culture.

the general weather conditions that are typical of 8 place

8 very large area of land that consists of many countries. SOuth
America c 8 "

actvities suCh 83 the arts and philozophy, which are
De important for the development of Gvilisation

ed to

if an ares is Geforested, ail the trees there are cut down

8 god or goddess

0mething Of someone is their end or cesth

8 long period of time during which no rain falls.

the weaith that a society Or country gets from Dusiness and iIndustry

the zracusl cestruction and removal of rock or soi

ACh in autrients tO SUPOOrt the Zrowth of many plants

8 system of organizing people into different ranks or levels of
importance, for exampie in soaety

people or things Delong to the country in which they are found

Of, relating to, Or Charactertic of the Mays or any of their lsn-
gusges

8 person who Duys or sells £00ds in large quantibes

Central Amenca - the countries consist of Mexico, Guatemaia, EI
Salvador, and Befze; and the western sections of Honcurss and
Nicaragus. and northern Cozts Rics

8n open square in 8 Gty

the worzhip of or delief in more than one god

people in peneral, thought of 8s 8 larze organzed group

ores
Cvilisation
cimate
continent
culture
cedes
cemize

| _Srougnt
economy
erczion
fertie
hierarchy
incigenous
Maysn
merchant
Mezoamerica
_pus
polythests
society
trade

the activity of Duying, selling, Of exchanging ROOGS OF services

The

Mayans did not have ‘great’ historical figures,

but each city had important people

The Priest: Held the regular rituals surrounding
the temple possibly including sacrifice.

The Pharmacist : provided natural medicines
which kept the people very healthy.

The Farmer: irrigated fields and provided food
for the city

Ir:. AD 250: By this stage, the Mayan

had many established cities. They
had many monuments, pyramids
and devised a writing and maths

c. AD B40: The quality of
the fields is poor, and this
combined with land erosion,
leads to a drought.

Today...there are still 7
million indigenous

Mayan people living in
Central America.
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Timeline

5,000,000 people. Excessive farming and

less fertile.
o

':, AD 600: The Mayan population exceeded

deforestation due to overflow from the cities
were commonplace and this led to land becoming

.. AD 900: Many Mayan
cities are deserted due to
deforestation, drought
and war.




