
 
 
 
 
 

Eaton Primary School 
History 

Knowledge Organiser 

Unit of work 
The Ancient Maya  

Year group 
6 

Prior learning  
 South America is a continent  
 The climate in south America is 

different to the UK 
 The chronology of British History  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

National Curriculum 
 NC strand: A non-European society that 

contrasts with British history 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge/ Skills 
 

 Examine a variety of sources and use 
these to make inferences about the 
past – in particular Mayan economy, 
culture, religious beliefs and society  

 Describe how the Mayan civilization 
has had an impact on modern 
society  

 Compare what was happening in the 
Mayan civilization and what was 
happening in Britain at the same 
time 

 Place key events on a timeline 
 Compare the Greeks, Mayans and 

Egyptians on a Venn diagram  
 

 

Vocabulary and definitions 
 

 

 

The Mayans did not have ‘great’ historical figures, 
but each city had important people  
 The Priest: Held the regular rituals surrounding 

the temple possibly including sacrifice. 
  The Pharmacist : provided natural medicines 

which kept the people very healthy.  
 The Farmer: irrigated fields and provided food 

for the city 
  
 
 
 
 


